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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 


> i AUG 196S 


Honorable Charles L. SMmltae 
Blrector 

Bureau of 'fee Budget 
vfeshingfcon, D, C. 20^03 

Deer Charlie* 

staff has i^t with repres«itatiTres of the Ceaati«l Intelligence 
Agiemy on the questions jislsed in your letter of 8 July 1$6$ —■ ' 
concerning requir^ients and i;»Bsible duplication of effort in the 
area of Over-the-Horizon radar prograias. 

The primary coiMSlusion reached in this meeting was tiiat the f'- 
Earthling II portion of the Checkrote OHi radar syst^ should be 
implonjented as soon as possible because of the urgent intelligence 
priority of the Chinese Missile Bsn^ and the potential of this 
system to acquire such intelligence within a relatively short tiii® 
and at a minimal cost. 

"Te further agreed that, as stated in your letter, a coordinated 
inter-agency review of our Intelligence collection requirements and 
facilities targeted at aircraft and missile activities Is necessary 
with particular ©s^Jhasls on the various higji frequency b^k scatter 
and forward scatter radar programs. 

This pit>bl«8 Is cos^llcated by the fact that Over-tte-Horlaon {OTH) 
radars can have ma^or non-intelliisence functions, such as an early 
warning role a^lnst aircraft and missiles (both ICSI and SLBM), and 
tactical control of aireraft operating over large ^ographical areas. 
This latter capability could be particularly useful In CraiHHjnist 
China and Southeast Asia areas where the lack of suitable land based 
sites limits tte iMefblress of conventioml llne-of-si|ht microwave 
radars. 

I believe that we must address this specific problem on three levels* 

(1) Achieve an effKitive interface between the DepartiMoat of 
Defense and the Central Intelligence A^ncy sponsored prograias as 
these exist today and for those that are envisioned in tte future. 
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